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support of the many-headed monster whose barkings annoy us from the head of Kennebeck to the mouth of the Mississippi."
That the General Government would exert themselves to frustrate the project of inland navigation in New York Morris seemed convinced, to judge from the following letter to his nephew, David B. Ogden, February nth, referring to the attempts made at Albany to repeal that part of the law which enabled the commissioners to make a loan. " In my opinion," he wrote, "it is merely an attack upon the outwork, by those who mean to prevent the making of a canal. It is the result of an intrigue by the General Government to keep New York down. Moreover, they apprehend that the friends of the canal will eventually acquire too much weight among the Western people, and there is still a latent wish to bring about a separation of our State. While the war lasts we can't borrow money in Europe, and if it lasts much longer there will be no borrowing either at home or abroad, for we shall have neither credit nor means. The question to be settled between the Northern and Southern States, reduced to its simple elements, is merely this : Shall the citizens of New York be the slaves or masters of Virginia ? To develop this idea is not- needful just now. Those motives which prompt statesmen are not sufficiently strong to actuate the general mass. Your friends were enough their own friends to be stanch; we should take that lead which, as it is, we must follow. But the end we shall arrive at is the same in gross, though the fruit posterity will gather may not be so sweet as if their fathers had the courage to plant good trees.
'"I say, the end we shall reach is the same. New England will, I presume, meet in convention and cast off the shackles of our, National Government If so, and if theyter and not forfeit .the
